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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Philadelphia,  Feh.  21,  185G. 

WM.  F.  ROBERTS,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir: 

Please  inform  me  if  you  know  the  tract  of  coal  land  near  Pittston, 
Luzerne  county,  containing  182  acres  10  perches,  bounded  by  the 
feeder  dam  of  the  North  Branch  Canal,  &c.,  (see  numbers  27  to  31 
inclusive,  called  ‘‘Meadow  Lots,”  on  the  map,)  and  if  so,  can  you  in¬ 
form  me  what  amount  of  coal  it  contains,  and,  in  your  opinion,  what 
it  can  be  made  t&  produce  annually,  if  properly  managed. 

Very  Respectfully, 

P.  KLAHR. 

P,  S. — I  and  some  of  my  friends  are  in  treaty  to  purchase  the 
above  land,  and  we  want  your  candid  opinion  of  its  value.  Is  it 
worth  500  dollars  per  acref "  P.  K. 


46J  Walnut  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Feh.  21,  1856. 

P.  KLAHR,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir: 

In  reply  to  yours  of  this  day’s  date,  I  beg  to  inform  you,  that  I 
am  well  acquainted  with  the  land  you  refer  to,  and  that  I  consider  it 
a  valuable  property.  It  lies  in  the  basin  which,  from  all  the  geologi¬ 
cal  evidences  the  surface  presents,  is  regular  and  uniform,  and  contains 
all  the  principal  coal  veins  of  the  region.  The  upper,  or  7  feet,  the 
14  feet  Pittston  vein,  and  others  below.  The  14  feet  underlies  the 
whole  of  the  land,  and  can  be  reached  by  a  shaft  sunk  in  any  part  of 
it,  in,  perhaps,  less  than  100  feet.  In  the  aggregate,  I  suppose  the 
coal  is  at  least  60  feet  thick  under  every  acre.  One  shaft,  sunk  in 
the  proper  location,  would  be  sufficient  to  mine  all  the  coal  on  the 
property.  250  to  300  tons  could  be  raised  daily.  50  cents  per  ton 
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profit,  under  judicious  management,  can  be  relied  upon.  If  you  can 
purchase  at  a  moderate  price,  do  so.  Coal  land  has  been  sold  at  more 
than  500  dollars  per  acre  in  that  section,  having,  perhaps,  not  so 
much  intrinsic  value  as  this.  Should  you  conclude  to  purchase,  and 
wish  a  full  report,  I  shall  be  glad- to  furnish  you  with  it. 

Yours,  Respectfully, 

WM.  F.  ROBERTS. 


Philadelphia y  Feh.  26,  1856. 

WM.  F.  EGBERTS,  Esq. 

Bear  Sir: 

Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  write  a  report  upon  the  coal  land 
referred  to  in  my  former  letter.  I  want  it  made  as  full  and  as  com¬ 
prehensive  as  possible.  Please  state  the  number  of  coal  veins,  thick¬ 
ness,  &c.,  the  quantity  of  coal  in  the  land,  the  cost  of  putting  it  in 
operation,  and  probable  profit.  Also,  state  the  market  to  which  the 
coal  can  be  sent,  the  probable  quantity  required,  &c.  I  would  like 
to  have  your  report  as  soon  as  possible.  I  have  purchased  the  pro¬ 
perty,  and  intend  to  form  a  company  to  work  it  under  the  general 
mining  law.  The  name  I  have  adopted,  and  which  you  will  designate 
the  property  by  in  your  report,  is  the  ^^  Philadelphia  and  Pitts- 
TON  Coal  Company.’^ 


Yours,  &c., 

P.  KLAHR. 


PROSPECTS 

OF  THE 

||ljilatRlp|ia  k-  llitlston  Soal  ^0m|ja]nj. 


The  land  belonging  to  this  Company  lies  in  the  Town¬ 
ship  of  Pittston,  Luzerne  County,  Pennsjdvania. 

Among  the  many  fortunes  that  have,  of  late  years, 
been  made  in  mining  coal,  especially  Anthracite,  no 
company,  it  is  presumed,  has  been  formed  for  this  pur¬ 
pose,  with  so  much  apparent  certainty  of  success,  as 
the  Philadelphia  and  Pittston.  Its  advantages  are 
briefly  stated  in  the  following  striking  comprehensive 
facts. 

The  estate  does  not  comprise  a  large  area  of  land, 
one  hundred  and  eighty-two  acres  is  all  it  contains. — 
Every  acre,  [and  indeed  every  foot  of  it,  is  underlaid 
with  valuable  deposites  of  Anthracite,  sixty  feet  and 
more  in  thickness.  A  description  of  each  vein,  its  thick¬ 
ness  and  quality,  is  given  in  the  accompanying  reports 
of  Prof.  W.  F.  Roberts,  Practical  Geologist,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  B.  Needham,  Mining  Engineer,  of  Luzerne 
County. 

The  Company  have  no  land  added  to  their  estate  of 
a  comparatively  worthless  character,  to  swell  its  quan¬ 
tity.  There  is  ample  room  for  one  large  colliery,  and 
no  more  than  is  needed,  and  available  to  mine  from  one 
point. 


I 


8 

The  best  situation  for  the  colliery  is  near  the  canal, 
where  the  coal,  when  broken  and  prepared  for  market, 
may  be  deposited  into  boats  from  the  schutes  of  the 
breaker,  thus  avoiding  the  expense  and  waste  in  hand¬ 
ling,  which  is  incident  to  coal  mining  operations,  situ¬ 
ated  at  a  distance  from  the  shipping  place,  as  well  as 
avoiding  the  expenses  of  constructing  and  keeping  in 
repair  lateral  railroads,  connecting  the  mines  with  the 
landings. 

The  Company’s  property  commands  an  extensive  front 
on  the  pool  of  the  feeder  of  the  North  Branch  Canal, 
which,  for  wharfing  purposes,  must  become  of  great 
value.  Many  of  the  operators  in  the  valley  of  the 
Lackawanna,  will  avail  themselves  of  this  place  to  ship 
their  coal.  The  Company’s  land  is  within  20  rods  of 
the  Lackawanna  and  Bloomsburg  Railroad,  and  via  it 
within  140  miles  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  location  of  the  Company’s  land  is  near  the  Town 
of  Pittston,  which  is  large  and  rapidly  increasing  in 
size  and  population.  The  land  is  now  valuable  for 
farming  purposes,  a  considerable  portion  of  it  is  under 
cultivation,  and  produces  well.  The  plan  adopted  by 
some  of  the  coal  companies,  in  that  region,  to  sell  the 
surface  in  half-acre  lots,  or  in  less  quantities,  as  the 
case  may  be,  to  miners  and  others  employed  by  them, 
is  a  good  one.  The  purchase  money  is  paid  in  small 
amounts,  sometimes  deducted  on  the  regular  pay  days, 
from  their  wages,  thus  securing  permanently  an  indus¬ 
trious  class  of  workmen,  and  acting  as  a  preventative 
of  strikes  ”  among  them.  This  plan  will  realize  to  the 
Philadelphia  and  Pittston  Coal  Company  considerably 
more,  perhaps  double  the  amount  of  the  cost  of  their 
land. 


REPORT  OF  PROF.  W.  F.  ROBERTS, 

Geoloyistj  of  Philadelphia. 


The  Company’s  land  lies  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Lackawanna  river,  a  short  distance  above  its  conflu¬ 
ence  with  the  Susquehanna.  The  property  is  bounded 
on  the  west  by  lands  of  Everhart  and  others ;  on  the 
east  by  those  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company ;  on 
the  north  it  extends  back  to  the  line  dividing  Pitts  ton 
from  Kansom  Townships,  and  a  small  portion  of  it — 
about  four  acres — lies  in  Kansom  Township.  On  the 
front,  or  south  side  of  it,  is  a  pool — a  feeder  to  the 
Pennsylvania  or  North  Branch  Canal,  with  which 
important  navigation  this  land  is  directly  connected. 
The  pool  extends  along  the  southern  boundary  line  of 
the  Company’s  property  nearly  half  a  mile,  and  close 
to  the  bank  the  water  is  at  all  times  from  7  to  8  feet 
deep.  The  admirable  facilities  this  pool  gives  for  ship 
ping  coal,  will  prove  immensely  advantageous  to  the 
Company’s  mining  operations;  and,  moreover,  they  will 
be  greatly  benefitted  by  it  in  a  pecuniaiy  way,  as  it 
affords  ample  wharf  room  for  the  many  operators  who 
are  making  extensive  preparations  for  mining  large 
quantities  of  coal  in  the  valley  above  this  land,  and 
who  will  probably  avail  themselves  of  this — the  nearest 
and  best  place  for  them  to  ship  it. 

The  many  and  large  collieries  already  established  in 
the  Township  of  Pittston — the  seat  of  the  Pennsylva- 
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Til  a  Coal  Company’s  mines,  from  which  they  send  to 
New  York  city  more  than  500,000  tons  of  coal  annu¬ 
ally — wdiose  capital  is  three  millions  of  dollars — who 
have  built  and  have  to  keep  in  repair  90  miles  of  rail¬ 
road  to  transport  their  coal  to  the  canal  at  Hawley ; 
and,  notv^ithstanding  the  great  amount  of  money  paid 
for  interest  on  their  capital,  for  wear  and  tear  of  ma¬ 
chinery,  &c.,  their  stock  is  always  above  par — speaks 
well  for  the  Pittston  location.  The  high  character 
of  one  of  the  veins  of  coal — the  so-called  14  feet 
vein,”  established  in  the  city  of  New  York — at  the 
numerous  iron  works  along  the  valley  of  the  Susque¬ 
hanna,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  at  other  places 
where  it  is  extensively  used,  is  abundant  proof  of  its 
superior  quality. 

The  14  feet  vein  underlies  the  whole  of  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  Pittston  Coal  Company’s  land,  and  can  be 
reached  by  a  shaft  of  less  than  one  hundred  feet  deep. 
This  vein  is  comparatively  free  from  slate,  and  can  be 
mined  at  very  low  rates,  much  cheaper  than  other 
veins  of  coal  in  other  locations  can  be  mined,  and  put 
into  boats  or  railroad  cars. 

The  Company’s  land  covers  the  central  pn.rt  of  the 
great  northern  synclinal  axis  of  the  Lackawanna  coal 
field.  A  shaft,  sunk  about  the  middle  of  the  southern 
boundarj^  of  the  tract — the  best  position  it  could  pos¬ 
sibly  have — would  reach  the  coal  stratum,  where  it 
basins,  and  have  the  advantage  of  its  flat  position  to 
drive  gangways  from  the  bottom  of  the  shaft  to  reach 
the  coal  in  every  direction  within  the  limits  of  the  pro¬ 
perty.  All  the  coal  under  this  land,  lying  below  water 
level,  can  be  mined  by  one  shaft,  and  a  better  situation 
for  doing  this  than  the  property  affords,  need  not  be 
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desired.  Tliis  is  an  advantage  that  bnt  few  properties 
possess,  at  least  to  the  same  extent  as  does  the  one  on 
which  I  am  reporting. 

A  7  feet  vein  of  coal  overlies  the  14  feet  vein,  and 
perhaps  one  half  of  the  entire  area  of  the  property  has 
it  above  water  level.  This  vein  is  opened  in  several 
places,  near  to  or  at  its  outcrop,  outside  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  land,  and  is  found  dipping  towards  or  under¬ 
neath  this  land.  Below  the  ‘‘  14  feet  vein”  are  other 
veins  of  coal,  varying  in  tliickness  from  5  feet  upwards. 
One  of  the  lower  veins  of  the  series  has  been  proved 
in  many  places  in  the  region,  and  found  of  large  size ; 
in  Plymouth  Township  it  is  nearly  30  feet  thick.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  aggregate  thickness  of  coal 
under  every  acre  of  the  Company’s  land,  will  exceed 
60  feet,  and  that  the  property  contains  more  than  ten 
millions  of  tons  of  merchantable  coal. 

The  14  feet  vein  will  yield  (exclusive  of  pillars, 
waste,  &c.,)  15,000  tons  per  acre,  or  nearly  three  mil¬ 
lions  of  tons  in  the  land  belonging  to  the  Company, 
This  vein  will  certainly  give  a  profit  (if  it  is  mined  in 
a  workmanlike,  economical  way,)  of  from  75  cents  to 
one  dollar  per  ton.  It  could  be  rented  for,  at  least, 

.  from  25  to  30  cents  per  ton  in  the  ground.  Coal  rents 
have  been  low,  but  they  are  rapidly  increasing  in  price 
in  that  section,  and  in  a  very  few  years  coal  in  the  * 
ground,  in  favorable  positions,  will  be  worth  one  dollar 
per  ton.  One  shaft,  if  properly  constructed,  (which, 
with  the  necessary  machinery  and  fixtures,  will  cost 
about  twenty  thousand  dollars,)  would  deliver  from  , 
250  to  300  tons  of  coal  daily,  or  one  hundred  thousand 
tons  a  year.  Suppose,  for  instance,  but  one-half  of 
this  cpiantity  was  mined,  at  a  profit  of  only  50  cents 


/ 


per  ton,  each  acre  would  then  yield  a  net  income  of 
75,000  dollars,  equal  to  75  per  cent,  per  annum  on  a 
capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Mining 
V  100,000  tons  of  coal  per  annum  from  the  two  upper 
veins,  (without  reference  to  the  others  contained  in  the 
property,)  would  not  exhaust  them  in  the  Company’s 
land  in  40  years,  and  one  shaft  would  be  sufficient  to 
produce  this  quantity  annually,  as  long  as  necessary. 
By  sinking  another  shaft,  should  there  be  a  demand  for 
the  coal,  and  that  there  will  be  there  is  no  doubt,  the 
profits  would  be  more  than  doubled — perhaps  trebled 
or  quadrupled  some  seasons. 

The  proximity  of  the  Company’s  land  to  the  outlet 
of  the  coal  region  by  the  North  Branch  Extension 
Canal,  gives  it  an  advantage  over  other  properties 
which  are  more  distant.  The  vast  and  thickly  popu¬ 
lated  region  of  western  New  York,  and  the  Lake  coun¬ 
try,  now  numbering  over  a  million  of  inhabitants,  is 
rendered  accessible  from  the  Company’s  property  by 
that  improvement  and  the  Junction  Canal  which  con¬ 
nects  it  directly  with  the  net-work  of  canals  and  rail¬ 
roads  of  that  flourishing  and  fast  improving  country. 
A  communication  is  opening  now  by  which  they  can 
be  supplied  with  anthracite,  a  gratifying  thing  to  them, 
as  wood  is  becoming  scarce,  and,  until  lately,  this  much , 
prized  fuel,  anthracite,  has  been  unattainable  there, 
except  at  a  most  extravagant  price ; — a  country  des¬ 
tined  in  a  short  time  to  consume  more  fuel  of  this  kind 
than  the  whole  Atlantic  seaboard  consumes  now.  All 
the  coal  that  can  be  mined  in  the  vicinity  of  Pittston^ 
(that  part  of  the  great  northern  anthracite  region 
being  much  nearer  than  any  portion  of  the  Mahanoy 
and  Shamokin,  or  middle  region,  and  having  a  water 


13 


communication  with  Elmira  and  western  New  York, 
and  the  coal  being  of  unexceptionable  quality  and  easy 
to  be  mined,)  will  be  readily  sold,  at  a  much  greater 
profit  than  that  which  will  be  sent  there  from  the 
other  region ;  it  has  to  be  transported  by  railroad  over 
heavy  grades  in  the  direction  of  the  trade  across  the 
Alleghany  mountains,  there  being  no  other  way  to  send 
coal  into  that  country  from  the  south  and  middle  an¬ 
thracite  regions,  which,  as  before  remarked,  are  more 
distant  from  it  than  the  Lackawanna  and  Wyoming, 
or  northern  region. 

While  upon  this  subject,  it  may  be  well  to  add,  that 
the  Company’s  land  is  within  a  few  rods  of  the  rail¬ 
road  leading  from  Scranton  to  Bloomsburg,  which  fol¬ 
lows  the  rivers  Lackawanna  and  Susquehanna,  and 
connects  with  railroads  leading  to  the  cities  of  Phila- 
delj)hia,  New  York,  and  Baltimore,  and  cities  and 
towns  of  the  western  and  northern  parts  of  the  State 
of  New  York.  The  property  is  also  connected  with 
the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  extending  south  from  it  200 
miles  to  tidewater,  and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
the  North  Pennsylvania  Railroad  leading  from  the  city 
^  of  Philadelphia,  will  pass  near  to  this  land,  and  follow 
up  the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna,  connecting  with 
the  Railroads  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  of  New 
York  at  the  State  line.  It  is,  morever,  contemplated  to 
build  a  railroad  for  carrying  coal  direct  from  Pittston 
to  the  city  of  New  York. 

Before  I  close  my  Report,  I  deem  it  proper  to  recur 
to  the  fact  of  the  prospective  value  of  the  Company’s 
land  for  wharf  room  for  others.  High  prices  have 
been  paid  for  such  privileges,  and  there  is  no  doubt 

that  a  large  income  can  be  derived  from  it  by  the  Com- 
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panj.  For  some  distance  back  from  the  river  front  the 
land  is  flat,  and  is  eligibly  adapted  as  a  building  loca¬ 
tion.  The  shipping  of  coal  will  create  a  considerable 
business,  which,  in  addition  to  the  Company’s  own 
operations,  must  employ  a  number  of  hands,  who  will 
require  homes  for  themselves  and  their  families.  From 
these  considerations,  I  think  it  not  improbable,  that  a 
sum,  equal  to  500  dollars  per  acre  for  the  whole  land 
owned  by  the  Company,  will  be  realized  by  them  from 
this  source,  and  within  a  few  years.  Every  part  of 
their  land  is  fit  for  farming,  and  part  of  it  is  under 
cultivation  and  very  productive. 

WM.  F.  EGBERTS, 

4:6^  Walnut  and  9  Pear  Street,)  oi 

Philada.,  March,  1856.  J  UtOLO(Jtbl. 


EXTRACTS  FROM 

RETOllT  OF  B.  F.  NFFDIIAM,  FSO., 

Mining  Emjineer  of  Scranirni^  Pa, 


DESCRIPTION  OF  COAL  VEINS  DESCENDINO. 

No.  1. — This  is  the  upper  seam  on  this  tract. 

The  coal  is  of  very  good  quality,  and  underlies 
the  whole  lot.  It  will  work  out  6  feet  of  clean 
coal,  and  produce  9600  Tons  per  acre,  equal¬ 
ling  on  the  whole  lot  of  170  acres.  Tons  1,632,000 
No.  2. — This  is  the  large  vein  of  Pittston, 
and  is  extensively  worked  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  It  is  an  excellent  quality  of  coal — 
underlies  the  whole  tract — will  work  out  of 
clean  coal  9  feet — will  produce  14,400  tons 
per  acre — equal  to  Tons  2,448,00^ 
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Jso.  3. — This  vein  is  being  mined  in  many 
places,  in  all  of  which  it  proves  of  very 
superior  cpiality.  It  underlies  the  whole 
tract — works  7  feet  of  clear  coal — produces 
11,200  Tons  per  acre — I'qual  to  Tons  1,904,000 

No.  4. — This  vein  is  worked  at  Dunmore, 
and  proves  of  excellent  quality.  It  covers  the 
whole  lot — produces  9600  tons  per  acre — 
wwking  full  size — and  is  equal  to  Tons  1,632,000 
No.  5. — This  seam  also  is  being  mined  at 
Dunmore,  and  is  of  same  quality  as  (No.  4) 
vein.  It  covers  the  whole  tract — works  31 
feet  of  clean  coal — produces  5600  tons  per 
acre — equalling  Tons  952,000 

No.  6. — This  vein  is  generally  too  small  to 
work  during  the  present  century — 

Making  total  Tons,  -  8,568,000 

From  which,  deduct  20  per  cent,  for  mine 
waste  and  supports.  Tons  1,713,600 

Leaving  of  clean  merchantable  coal,  when 
prepared  for  market.  Tons  6,854,400 

I  have  given  the  above  lot  a  careful  examination, 
and  present  the  result  of  my  conclusions,  as  above. 

This  lot  extends  125  rods  on  the  Lackawanna,  and  is 
bounded  on  the  rear  by  the  back  road.  One-half  of  the 
front  adjoins  the  Pool  of  the  Feeder  Dam  of  the  canal. 

This  pool  has  8  feet  of  water,  and  is,  therefore,  of 
ample  depth  for  any  amount  of  ship})ing.  The  Lacka¬ 
wanna  and  Bloomsburg  Railroad  is  within  20  rods,  so 
that  you  can  have  your  choice  of  shipping  either  by 
canal  or  railroad.  The  canal  would  be  most  conve¬ 
nient,  and  affords  every  facility  you  can  desire. 


This  lot  is  favorably  situated  for  mining  purposes — 
occupying  the  centre  of  the  great  synclinal  axis,  or 
basin,  of  the  Falls,”  which  position  would  enable  you 
to  mine  all  the  coal  on  the  lot  from  one  opening. 

The  quality  of  all  these  coals  is  the  same  as  those 
of  Pittston,  being  of  the  hard  variety  of  anthracites ; 
very  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of  iron,  in  all  its 
varieties,  and  good  for  domestic  uses.' 

This  is  one  of  the  best  lots  in  the  neighborhood  for 
farming  purposes,  one-half  of  which  is  on  the  flats. 

The  proper  method  of  opening  the  coal  on  this  lot 
would  be  by  sinking  a  shaft :  but  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  F.”  (No.  1)  vein  might  be  worked  by  an  adit, 
or  tunnel,  on  a  water  level. 

The  cost  of  developing  this  coal,  the  erection  of 
engine,  breakers,  schutes,  screens,  wharf,  roads,  and 
mine  cars,  would  amount  to  twenty-two  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  A  proper  expenditure  of  this  sum  would  put 
everything  in  order  to  mine,  and  enable  you  to  produce 
100,000  tons  per  annum.  The  cost  per  ton  for  mining, 
breaking,  screening,  and  delivering  into  boats  or  cars, 
would  be  65  cents.  Containing,  as  this  lot  does,  some 
40,000  tons  per  acre,  you  can  estimate  its  value  your¬ 
self.  In  estimating  the  approximate  quantity  of  coal 
on  this  lot,  I  have  used  the  general  rule,  so  that  you 
may,  with  much  confldence,  rely  on  the  quantity  spe¬ 
cified.  I  have  thus  given  you  a  general  outline  of 
quantities,  expenses,  &c.,  and  trust  it  will  be  all  that 
you  may  at  present  desire.  Details  can  be  furnished 
when  desired. 

B.  NEEDHAM, 

Mining  Engineer  and  Geologist. 


Scranton,  April,  1855. 


